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(54) OPERATION SWITCHING DEVICE FOR AUTOMATIC FOCUS ADJUSTING MECHANISM OF ZOOM 
LENS 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To improve the oporability of the automatic focus 
adjusting mechanism of a zoom lens, by actuating and releasing the 
actuation of an automatic foous adjusting mechanism in such a . 
way that a switching member is opened and closed by moving a 
zoom ring in the direction of the optical axis by means of the hand 
holding the zoom ring after zooming operations are performed by 
rotating the room ring. 

CONSTITUTION: Zooming is performed by rotating a zoom ring 18 
when the ring 1 8 is at the end section on the object side. When the 
hand holding the zoom ring 1 8 pulls the ring 1 8 rightward in the 
direction of optical axis after performing zooming operations, a 
switch ring 30 is forcedly put in a collar 26 and a switching member 
36 is set to a closed state and, as a result, an automatic focus 
adjusting mechanism is actuated. When the force pulling the zoom 
lens 18 is released, the zoom ring 18 and switch ring 30 are 
returned to their original positions by the force of a coil spring 32 
and, accordingly, the switching member 36 is set to an opened 
state and actuation of the automatic focus adjusting mechanism is 
released. It is needless to the user of this zoom lens to remove his 
hand from the zoom ring 18 while these operations are carried on. 
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